meet, and in that way he was barred 
from the pleasure of participating 

with the other artists. 

Years ago I heard a story about 
Senator Chilton’s fiddling. A long 
way from Charleston, on Elk River, 
there lived an old mountaineer who 
had a recollection of the keen pleas¬ 
ure he had experienced from hearing 
the Senator play. He looked for 
ward to hearing him again, but the 
slow years slipped by so fast, that 
Ills feet were standing on th6 brink. 
Rut when he heard that the Senator 
was coming into his county, and he 
gathered his clan about him and told 
them that he wanted to hear the 
Senator play the fiddle once more 
before he died. His people under¬ 
stood and the Senator was communi¬ 
cated with and accepted the invita¬ 
tion to play. But when he tried to 
Ro to the old man’s house, Elk river 
was in flood. There was no boat, 
and no^ bridge, and no way to get 
over. Then the Senator came down 
“ ed K 0 of the river on one side 
* he ,°, ld man was brought to the 
side, and there across the 
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cataclysm have passed, aud reason 
lias resumed her away. 

Sinful as it may be, wicked and 

worldly, and sad beyond conception 

it is only honest to say that I wished 

the other day that I could meet with 

a couple of dozen other youngsters on 

a smooth floor, with one of those old 

tiddlers present, and once more try to 

shake a foot to the romantic pleadings 

of a fiddle. But the kids would not 

staijd for it. Grandpa must behave 

I am sure the fiddler would have en 

joyed it more fur there in that great 

room he was like a lamb in a large 

place. It took more than a fiddle 

string to fill that aching void. 

The perpetual motion of a good 
bow arm in the old days, was one of 
the long distance tests. Along about 
the sixth hour of the dance, the fid¬ 
dler would take time out for refresh¬ 
ments. This was about two o’clock 
In the morning, and the shank of the 
evening. At this time he would pro 
bably get a sureptitious drink or two, 
*nd the bucks would make him up 
bis purse. Being thus refreshed, en 
couraged, aud strengthened he was 

able to furnish music for the dance 
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. nf . i and the bucks would make him up 

0 ” I his purse. Being thus refreshed, en- 

road that couraged > aud strengthened he was 
1 able to furnish music for the dance 

until breakfast. Music consisted of 
one fiddler. More would have been a 
superfluity. And there is no question 
, that the fiddle music is the affiinitv 

lers has 0 f dancing. That king of instrum 

°^f® I ents. the piano, be it played ever so 
cunningly, could not furnish the 
wild abandon to a mountain dance. I 
can remember occasions when the 
tiddler was absent, that the piano was 
substituted, and it was like church 
music and the danced bogged down 
and quit. But let the fiddle speak 
and bright eyed beauties respond 
There is something haunting and 
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,e wll- wild abandon to a mountain “““ the 
can remember occasions when the 
tiddler was absent, that the piano was 
substituted, and it was like church 
music and the danced bogged down 
and quit. But let the fiddle speak 
U51C. I and bright eyed beauties respond 
ster-jThere is something haunting and 
we | compelling about it. No wonder that 
d of the pulpit thundered against the in- 
ven isidious temptations of the devil’s 
own instrument the fiddle, and the 
innocent young lads and lassies hard 
ly knew what to do, with the fiddle 
tugging at their heart strings, and 
duty opposing its dreadful influence. 

‘‘By the path the younger son must 
tread, 

Ere he win to hearth and saddle of 
his own, * 

•'lid the riot of the shearers 
shed, 

in the silence of his quiet 
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land / look. But I could see old fellows 

'here I standing- on tip-toes and trying to 
each j get a till of the music, and getting 
out, / along about as well as if they were 
pays I eating thin soup with a splinter. I 
t it I felt like saying to the old boys to 
■ ver I jearn no more, for a tender grace of 
j’tei I a day that is dead, will never come 
j in I back to us. 

h ?l Here is one solution of the craze 
nd I for fiddle music. For something 
tc near a hundred years it was the only 
ms I music known on the Western Waters. 
vn 16 stands to reason that none of the 
i* 5 1 * ar ^ er instruments could be imported 
t-e to the log houses of the wilderness. 
^ I hat was to come later. They could 
n jt pack them in. The fiddle could 

w°p? e > ^ n a ? dlng on] y a few ounces 
5 / . if one w as not brought 

I *ith the frying pan, the axe, and the 

r-1 » and the rifle gun, and the 
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line native woods without trouble. 
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auger, and the n s gun, and the 
knife then one could be made out of 
the native woods without trouble. 

There has been much said about 
the Cremona violins, and the im. 
m ense price that they bring 1 today. 
But it takes a more discriminating 
ear than mine to sense their superior¬ 
ity over the ancient fiddle whittled 
out with a pocket knife on the head 
of Bitter Creek. At Cremona in 
Italy, the fiddles made by some of 
the neighbors have attained a great 
reputation, and they are favorite 
themes for song and story in modern 
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was a noble fugitive who played 
tunes on a fiddle unbeknownst to old 
Ironsides, and after the restoration, 
he went by the name of Oliver’s 
fiddler. 

For more than a hundred years the 
hardwood forests of the Appalach¬ 
ians guarded by a savage race had 
stopped the advance of the Christian 
people. It remained for the Scotch 
to conquer it and to bring about the 
formation of a republic. 

At tiiat time these immigrants had 
been raised in a faith that taught 
that everything that was pleasant 
was sinfui. It was wrong to laugh. 
It was wrong to write poetry. It 
was a sin to visit a friend on Sunday. 
While it was right to bathe, to swim 
for pleasure was sinful. It was a sin 
to travel on Sunday, even to cross a 
nver that was rising It was a sin 

f ° r * ta D 6rn keeper t0 entertain as a 
tfuest a Roman Catholic. It was a sin 
to shave on Sunday. The list of things 

everything P fP* 1 ! blfced includes almost 

exeunt. Is . •"‘courted now, 



exeunt ii i —vwui^cu now, 

classed asTfn d ■ yvlllske * r was 

r (1 at tiiat time. And 


of 





ise. i these l&vvg *. .g-h not the secular 
ice. / laws of the jJ', were far more bind- 

he n* took over the con 


ce, 

ide 7 in/?. The 

-es trol of the c ' l int ry. Organized leg- 
iw islative bodi es later to furnish the 
•e- initiative inf America for the most 
e powerful of a j na tions. Tlie Church, 
ig and I speak of the Presbyterian 
nj church. had JJ c wer of imprisonment, 
dito impose fi nef to whip, or to brand 
t with a hot iron. Doing penance be- 
f | fore the congregation was one of the 

e usual ways of getting right with the 
5 Church. # 

To even listen to music was prohi¬ 
bited, much less to make music. 
There could be no music in the 
lurches, and not even at weddings 
" ^ ^ permitted. A special act was 
passed making it an offense punish¬ 
able with a hue and such further 
punishment as the session saw tit to 
have music at weddings. See regis- 

[ er of th 6 jf e spy ter y of Glasgow and 
! other records 

Dancing was especially nrohihited 


"K mu s » ' weddings-. re^is- 

re ter of th Q J|a . ter y of Glasgow and 
I other recoil r$«l: 

to I)an clng especially prohibited 
Df and condeco jgd and singers were to 

e Prison. R WMM 

j T the SHD 3 e time down about 
el London way. for instance, there was 
g I another sefcTj ia t was headed towards 
v Fiddler’s G.een, a particular en* 
LI closure of the Elysian fields, where 
? I there is to be perpetual mirth, a 
fiddle thatlnever ceases to untiring 
dancers, plenty of grog, and unlimit* 

I ed tobacco. This section assigned 
especially to sailors. 

The only fiddle known in Scotland 
was the Caledonian Cremona, a name 
I for the itch, so called from the 
scratching movement evoked. 

It was in the plan of life that 
these two elements were to meet in 
the New Work], and to form a race 
known as the American, to which we 
are all proud to belong. We are 
surely the children of immigrants, 
though now that the word is ab* 
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and rtn't '“he the addle and desire 
1-hPir Uty conflicted, but both played 
*..• 0^8. it resulted in a civiliza- 

h f f t v hat With all its faults is the 
L ^, "hat the world has yet seen. 
Gradually the instrumental instru¬ 
ments found their way ‘into the 
church building, though I do not 
recall having seen a tiddle in church. 
And the new fangled dances have 
dispensed with the fiddle. The hope 
of the land hug each other to fixed 
music. 

There is a subconsciousness that 
yields to the sinful fiddle, and that 
draws us to its wicked strains, while 
duty points the other way. 

The ofcfcer day in Charleston, the 
dance hid no particular effect upon 
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